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Howard Hoffman 
Philadephia 

Hear Howard: — — : 

I have your letter of 24 Hoyember, and letter to Harold and 
rae concerning shirt slits. 



U lad 'you got Frasier If.O. testimony in good shape. Copy what 
you wish. Later I shall send you a copy of my note to Welsberg . on 
this; they are not extensive, but you may find some things -useful, 

1*11 send you Finch’s H.O. testimony later, after I learn whether 
Harold is going to comment on the notes I sent him.' Presently I 
need the testimony for reference if he replies in detail, Keep 
Frazier’s testimony as long as you have immediate use for it, but 
return it when you ore finished; there is no great rush for me, but 
I would like it back after you have gotten what you w ant out of it. 

Seme for Finch's, after you get it. 



Ho blood on 399 : This is important', 
sider other: things also : 



as you indicate 



but con-. 



Ho fibers on 399 : fibers often become embedded in or attache: 
to bullets that pass thr ought them. It’s one of the 
things a firearms examiner always looks for, and ofte< 



finds. 



Ko fiber imprint on the nose of 399 : This is probably more 
' ‘ importna't’ than the 'two ’features mentioned above, for 

■ it involves a permanent .feature of the bullet-- some- 
thing. that cannot be easily removed. When a bullet 
passes through, fiberous material arranged- ‘-in a. pattern 
(as woven cloth), .and the Material has solid matter 
■ behind it against which it is pressed, then the 

pattern of the cloth .is usually imprinted on the 
nose of the . bullet — «• 'sometimes the pattern is very 
distinct, .sometimes, not. I 'am not sure whether this 
happens regular lyqpcSan with full; jacketed -'bullets, ' 
for their noses hue much harder than lead tipped 
bdllets, and I have not run. tests. But I think it 
a very important thing' to consider. 



Front neck wound : An exit wound showing charae 
tin entrance wound.. can result only from' the ' passage 
very low velocity; very, very low. As you indicate 
istics of this wound are typical of entrance. My f 
I do not at all doubt that this is entrance . 

An important question arises; one that I cann 
what point was the shooter, .stationed? We have put 
the car, but should he not be visible ; in Willis 5 a 
This has always puzzled me, for I would expect to s 
those pictures might allow us to eliminate certain 
carefully on this natter, for although 1 have no an 
it important.. 



teristics of 
of a bullet of 
, all the eharacter- 
ee ling . exactly ; 

ot answer. At 
him in front of 
nd/or Hetzner 3? 
ee him. At least 
lo c at ions. Think 
swers , 1 think 



bone of abrasion: I suggest 



you use some other : 
'or that I do not see 



»ans than 

. l> ' 



+ in that 



the goat sicin to illustrate this, 
picture, - and 'I 'know what I as looking for. What you want la. some 
illustration that clarifies verbal description, ana the goat skin 
pictures do not. The illustrate the relative difference in size 
and shape in entrance and exit, but I do not see that they have 
bearing on the zone of abrasion. 




Curry * a book : Harold told me about t hi 3 and, about some of 

it’s contents, but lie did not indicate where I could get it. 

-I asked--hia--d/o--urrange f or getting a copy to me. You mention ' 

some things he_didn*t (he has not yet read it), and I*m- glad to 
hear. 1 hope 1 can get it soon. Haro Id mentioned the Picture 
of bullet fragment fro a Cornell’s arm, about kaf the size of a 



-I r* 



account ol. 



i-'j g} /-.-VX -► >•* 



Of 



. 4 - j j> b ' Id 



.00 b±M£ . 11 curry 

ti ae , it oimwex o an xmpwrriu.it oues^xon x wr me “ sometniug tnar 1 
had supposed must have .happened, out could not prove did happen*. 

I had not mentioned this before , for it -was. purely a guess and 
not provable at the tine. I think now that I wus right. 

what aliases ae is mat these people' ( s( thexa t! as • opposed . to :i ns u ) 



can make some, exceedingly important disclosures and. 



not realise it's significance to 



IiU v 



for instance, the fanel’s 



information about fragments in the neck area all ‘by itself blows 
the wO version ■ sky .high, no matter what else does. ‘ It's e die- 



ciosyre 



■f" '■“* . 

vlls. 



. G Li- 3 -h h av & av.o 1 ei eci uy some c irorai lo out i on ; 



instead they give us cannon fodder, 
blunders' of this type 



vhat maue me tmmr. uml at 



n-oiv ...tax's iron uttrryl : it 1 a 



government 's stooges are basically honest 
not fully understand -what 



least some of the 



doing, 






fixxU* do 

3>:. f or 



they are 

the len el docs— in the case of the neck fragments I think they were 
just plain stupid. It’s one of the oroble-no that 5f they 8! face in 
having experts who are not fully informed about th&sr case. 



Shirt slits 



ments Pel ore 
loosened the 
so please check it. 



.-'i -v 0 o a 0 o u t 
the operation, but it my 
S3d^rtxsn± tie and opened 



the nuraes removing the 



upper gar- . 
recollection that . Carrico ■' . . 

the shirt . , 1 am not' sux* of this 



SkisiHifcla. 



ay notes to Harold on 



;ier f s vcstliaory ure enclosed 



copy tneia if you, ni.sn, and return them as soon us you cam. 1 don * t 
have another copy. 

- Disregard' .the n deal n mentioned in the note' oM pl47ff . -This 
needs some clarification, for I don't know who 
Ferrell overheard. 



-s tnat iiary 



/Still, 



cc Wei sberg 



her nab el 




